Name- _____________________________

Date-__________
Class-___________
Slave Journals Project
Background- Slavery existed in the United States until the 13th Amendment in 1863.  The Trans Atlantic slave trade brought millions of slaves from Africa to both North and South America.  The slaves who came here to work in the United States came from different African tribes and various cultural backgrounds.  In class we have been discussing the different characteristics of culture, including the cultural diffusion and cultural development of slaves in America.  

Congratulations! You have been selected to create a children’s book (historical fiction) about the cultural lives of slaves.  As a struggling writer/artist you can not pass up this great opportunity!  
This new project will be to create an everyday journal of a slave in the United States.  Along with journal entries you will also be creating pieces of artwork depicting the cultural characteristics of slavery in the United States.  
The publishing company that is hiring you is highly interested in your creative writing skills and your artistic abilities.  They will be giving you creative freedom to produce an interesting, historically accurate and beautiful piece of literature and art.  They have made some demands that your new book must meet. 

1.  You must use your creative writing skills to produce six different journal entries.  These journal entries will be historical fiction- but they will be based on specific documents you have researched. 

2. You will create one piece of artwork to accompany each journal entry in your book.  The art should depict in some way the topic or actions described in your journal entry.
3. Ideas and events from each journal entry you create MUST be developed by a primary document you have found during your research for this book.  At the end of your book you will print out all the of the primary documents you used to develop your ideas for your journals so that children and young students will learn how your book is based on actual events.  
4. The topics the publishers want you to cover specific topics in each journal entry

1. Everyday life of slaves- work related

2. The family/social structure of slave communities

3. The conditions slaves live in

4. Various forms of resistance slaves used against masters (violent or non-violent)

5. Religious faith or gatherings for celebrations (weddings/funerals etc.)

6. “Current Events” information- example if you are a slave in 1860 you probably know about the underground railroad or the abolition of slavery in the northern states

Do the best that you can!  It is very important that the younger generations of Americans learn about slavery and the culture of slaves in America so don’t let them down.
DUE DATE-______________________________

Useful Research Websites

Slavery Image Gallery- Students and Teachers can explore this collection by category or by searching for specific images or pieces of artwork                            

http://hitchcock.itc.virginia.edu/Slavery/search.html
Documenting the American South- Documenting the American South (DocSouth) is a digital publishing initiative that provides Internet access to texts, images, and audio files related to southern history, literature, and culture. Currently DocSouth includes twelve thematic collections of books, diaries, posters, artifacts, letters, oral history interviews, and songs.                          

http://docsouth.unc.edu/
Valley of the Shadow-  An amazing collection of letters, diaries, newspapers, speeches, census information and church records.  This collection specifically focuses on the two communities of Augusta County, Virginia and Franklin County, Pennsylvania before, during and after the Civil War.                                                                                                                 

http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu/
Library of Congress -The Library of Congress is the nation's oldest federal cultural institution and serves as the research arm of Congress. It is also the largest library in the world, with millions of books, recordings, photographs, maps and manuscripts in its collections.                                               

http://www.loc.gov/about/
Africans in America- A PBS website that accompanies the PBS series.  This website is easy to use and filled with primary documents for students and teachers.  There are also links to lesson plans for teachers who are using the accompanying PBS series.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia
Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition- This collection is highly scholarly and slightly difficult for students to use.  Teachers can find useful documents and links to more slavery related websites.                                                                                          

http://www.yale.edu/glc
Born in Slavery- A collection from the Library of Congress.  Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project, 1936-1938 contains more than 2,300 first-person accounts of slavery and 500 black-and-white photographs of former slaves. These narratives were collected in the 1930s as part of the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) and assembled and microfilmed in 1941 as the seventeen-volume Slave Narratives: A Folk History of Slavery in the United States from Interviews with Former Slaves.                                              

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html
