Politics in the City Unit

Handout: Speech Guidelines

SPEECH GUIDLINES

“Intent to Run” Speech

This speech should be no more then two minutes at length. Consider it your “warm up” for speeches to come. Keep it short, simple, sweet and to the point. Here is a good outline to follow:

The introduction needs to include the following:

· An attention “getter”, or "hook" to grab the audience's attention

· A statement about yourself that makes the audience listen to you. It’s about your credibility.

The body of the speech needs to include:

· Issue #1 – Identify it, why is it a major issue, what is your stance, and what do you plan to do. Briefly!

· Issue #2 – Same as #1

Close out your speech by restating the main points from your introduction and issue stance. End with a clever closing line! Make them want more….

Final Speech

This speech should be no more then 7 minutes at length. This is your “I Have a Dream” speech. Practice it at home. Be animated. Remember: You need to persuade in order to get the votes!

Here is a good outline to follow:

The introduction needs to include the following:

· The "hook" to grab the audience's attention

· A statement about the issues you are tackling.

· A preview of what the speech will cover.

The body of the speech (5 minutes) needs to include:

· Issue #1

· Why is this issue important to NYC? Who/what is it affecting?

· If we don’t do something about it…?

· Details, Examples, Expert Opinion, Public Opinion, etc.

· What are you proposing we do?

· Why should we listen/vote for you and the legislation? 

· Issue #2 – Follow Issue #1

      The conclusion needs to include:

· A signal that you are closing the speech

· Summary of the speech's main points

· A clever closing line

Practice to make sure you're timing is right. The body should take more time than the intro or the conclusion.

