Speaking up for what is fair

Aim: Who knows what it means to stand up for rights? How do we stand up for the rights of another person? How do we stand up for our own rights?
Lesson Plan

The lesson can be taught on its own merit or in combination with other lessons about equity and fairness for elementary students in accordance with our unit plans. Each lesson is approximately thirty minutes. Integrating subject areas enables the students to explore many aspects of learning and to demonstrate their learning in different ways.
New York State Standards addressed are: students learn about fairness and equity in practice, showing their knowledge and understanding in diverse ways, and expanding their knowledge to higher‑level thinking skills in all subject areas. They listen to and comprehend material, relate new information to prior knowledge and personal experience, and carry out ideas.
Procedure:

1. Let's play a moving game. It is about standing up. In the game, you really stand up with your body, but you are a] so standing up for rights. Are you ready to play? Here's how it goes. I will show you first, while you watch and listen and learn it, and then you will have the chance to try the game yourself in your groups.
2. Here's what you do for the game: I am going to sit and think for a minute and when I come up with something that I think is not fair, I am going to stand up. Next, you just ask me these 3 questions (point to the board and co‑read questions with class) and I try to answer them.
3. Teacher Demo: I "transparent think" first: "Oh I know" (stand up) "It is not fair that some kids bring lots of toys to school and other kids don't get to." Now ask me the 3 questions (choose kids with raised hands to ask questions): What are you standing up for? "All kids to have the same rules about toys at school" Who are you standing up for? "Kids ... I think every kid should be allowed to bring one toy or game for indoor recess and if they don't have one, they can borrow one from the class. But no one person should be allowed more than one toy because it is not fair if some have a lot and others don't have any." What can we do about it? This is the hardest part.  I could make it a rule in my own classroom to only be allowed to bring I toy for indoor recess or there are lots of other ideas for changing it. But now you need to try the game with your partner groups.

4. Students break into partners or small group (mine have pre‑assigned small groups). Partners sit knee to knee and /or small groups sit in small circle (students have practiced this before). Taking turns, each person needs to physically stand up, and say something that they think is not fair. The partner/group needs to ask that person: What are you standing up for? Who are you standing up for? What can we do about it?

5. Upon teacher signal, students come together in large group again to share about process, and about the ideas they had.

6. Assessment: Teacher may go from group to group, listening and modifying as needed. Extension materials may also be used as individual assessments,

7. Additional Activities: (If you wish to enrich the lesson) 1. Draw a picture about what is not fair and explain in words and draw a second picture of what would be more fair. 2. Students can dictate to teacher what they draw or ran write in their own words, depending on developmental level. 3. Listen to recording of the Speaking Up song, look at big book and co‑read words while singing along, illustrate song sheets.

Speaking Up 
By Nancy Schimmel
When I think I'm gonna get left out
I say "I need a turn!"

Speaking up for my own self 
Is something that I learn.
Cause we're all part of the party
We're all part of the school, We all get a slice of the apple, 
That's the rule.

When I think that you will be left out I say, "Come take a turn." 
Speaking up for other kids 
Is something that I learn

(Bridge) Speaking up for my own self. 
Speaking up for you. 
Speaking up takes courage, 
But you can do it I can do it. 
I feel proud when I do!

When the kid that's standing all alone 
Is someone I don't know
I can say "Would you like to play?" 
And they can say "yes" or "no."
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