How are schools different?

Aim: Creating awareness of the differences between schools in New York State.

School #1

Our school is a beautiful and magical place. When you go through the doors you can’t help but notice the interesting artwork and projects lining the walls and in the glass cases. 

We have many great activities. We have science, art, gym, music, a computer lab, library, and instrumental music. 

In science we have a really cool lab. When we start a new subject we might watch a video on it. We also dissect things. One time we dissected a cow’s eyeball. We have learned about oil spills, and we also use test tubes when we do experiments. There is a nature trail here at our school, and we even have a greenhouse.

The library is open on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 to 4:15. You can come with your parents after school to look for books or do research. You can also look up what you need online, because all of our books are in an online catalog.

Outside, the playground is huge! The sandbox is gigantic and there’s also a field where you can play sports like soccer. There’s another place where you can play games like four-square or handball.  There are also two basketball courts. Inside, there is a gymnasium. One game we play is mat ball. 

Our classrooms have computers, and we also have a computer lab. We have lots of clubs, like Computer Club, Newspaper Club, Environmental Club, Student Advisory Council, After School Homework Club, After School Swim, Intramural Sports, and Drama Club.

There is a huge amount of community service. There is a toy drive, the food drive, and we recycle too! We donated food to people who couldn’t afford it during the food drive. 

We are also the only school on Long Island to have a pool, and we have swimming lessons in P.E. once a week.
School #2

In my school, there are only a few things. In the yard, there is just plain ground. Kids older than kindergarten can only play running games because there is nothing in the yard. This gives kids a lot of imagination for their writing. If we trip or fall the only thing the nurse can give us is a band-aid. Garbage is all over the schoolyard. There are cracked windows and dirty boards.

In the lunchroom, the food is horrible. In some classrooms, some of the lights can't go on. In the school, not many computers work and we don’t even have many computers. Sometimes we need to share one computer with three people. Sometimes the classes have to go on the subway to go on fieldtrips. That's because the school buses are not available.

Our Science teacher has to go from class to class and it takes time off of learning. When we’re studying a new subject we go to another section in our textbooks. We did only two experiments this year. One of them was measuring water in liters. The other one was putting wires on a battery and connecting them to a bulb.

We have three clubs. We have drama club for 5th graders, newspaper club, and before school lessons. The newspaper club is struggling to find a place to meet. We have to meet in the Pre-K room. It’s hard with the kids yelling. There’s not much going on in the school so the articles are hard to think of. In afterschool, the teachers can only teach math and reading test prep and do homework.  

In the auditorium there are cracks in the ceiling. There are marks that we can’t make go away. Once when kids were playing the drums they had to play custodian’s buckets.

There are some good things too. The kindergartners get to have a little playground. We also have some good teachers. Even though we have those things, there are some other things that we need. What we need is good books, better lessons and activities, better equipment, and better technology.
