Local Government Issue Project


7th Grade Social Studies / Ms. Oakes


Name _____________________________
Issue _____________________

Local Government Issues Research Handout

As you research your issue using newspaper and government websites, keep track the answers you find to the following questions: 

Background and History of the Issue:

When did this issue first become a concern in our community or in the state or country? 

What solutions have been attempted in the past? 

What is being done to address this issue now?

Different Points of View 

What are the different sides of the issue? 

Why do people disagree about whether this issue is a problem, or how to deal with it? 

Legislation in the Past and Present

What laws have been passed about this issue? Were the laws passed by the local or state legislature?

What were the effects of these laws?

What bills were introduced that were not passed?  What were the reasons that legislators voted against these bills?

What bills are being considered now? Are the bills in the local or state legislature?

What does the mayor/governor think about this bill?

Do you expect the bill to pass? Why or why not? If the bill passes, do you think the mayor/governor will veto it? Why or why not?

Your Recommendations

What do you think should be done to address this issue?  

Why do you think this/these are good idea(s), based on what has been done in the past?

What bills would you propose to the City Council or State legislature? Why would these be good laws?

What should citizens (adults or students) do to address this issue? Why would this be helpful?

