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Action Research Outline
Research Question(s):  Try to focus your question on some aspect of student achievement.  If framed properly, your question will help you determine which research tools to use.  Don’t forget to keep referring to the Meyers and Rust book, Taking Action with Teacher Research.

The Context, Rationale, and Review of Literature:  This is the place where you describe the context of your study and your reasons for conducting it.  Reference to other research is appropriate here. Read about the issue you are studying and possible research methods you could use.  When you are doing your study and new questions emerge, you will be adding to this section.  

Tools:  You will start with one or two tools that you feel comfortable with.  The data you draw from   

 
these will lead you into employing other tools.  Again, use Taking Action with Teacher Research for guidance.  Also, look at other articles and research related to your study.

Data Collection:  Once you have decided on the research tools you will use, you will begin to collect data.  Periodically, you should reflect and see if the data you are collecting is giving you helpful information about your topic.  If there are other questions emerging, you should think about adding new tools and using old tools in new ways.

Analysis:  Analysis follows on the heels of data collection.  As you decide which pieces of data to include in your study, you will need to make decisions about which pieces of data support the case you are making.  This is the beginning of analysis.  Analysis is the presentation of the big picture and the discussion of what it might mean.  It requires that you take time looking at your data, arranging it in different ways, and seeing what kinds of answers to your questions it is providing.

Summary and Conclusion:  Once you have done an analysis of your data, you should step back, look at  

           the questions you posed, and ask yourself what you learned about your students, your teaching, and yourself.  Your conclusion should be grounded in the data you have presented and should come as no surprise to the reader.  You will steadily build your case as you shape your study.

Policy Implications:  These will be the very last pieces of your writing.  You may become aware of policy implications in your work as you do your analysis.  Pay attention to these and, as you go along, look to see if these initial thoughts are actually borne out by the data that you are collecting. 

	Permissions:  Please read Taking Action with Teacher Research on permissions.  Even if you change names and camouflage schools and districts, you will need permissions to publish your work.  It is important to get these permissions while you are engaged in the study.  Sample letters and release forms are available directly from our web site at: http://teachersnetwork.org. Using Microsoft Word, feel free to save and modify these documents for your own use.   


**For more information on how to do TNLI action research, read:  Ideas and Guidelines for Action Research, available directly from our web site at: http://teachersnetwork.org.
Timeline for Written Assignments

October:  Have your question ready.  Begin reading research that relates to your question—this will help you to frame your rationale.  Bring a description of your setting, e.g., your classroom, your school, your school’s neighborhood and descriptions of your experience using two research tools.
November:  Bring an annotation of at least one article or book you have read relevant to your research topic and email your annotation to Jenn.
December:  Bring in a list of tools you are using, and/or anticipate using, and a written description of the data you have begun collecting using at least one of the tools.  Two more annotations.  Bring an outline.
January:  Bring data samples.
February:  Bring full description of data.
March:  Bring analysis of all data and bibliography to date.
April:   Present your study.  Bring two page summary.  Make sure to follow the above outline.

May:  Finalize policy recommendations.  Schedule meetings with policymakers.
June:  Final papers are due.  Feedback session on meeting with policymakers, plan next steps, and celebration.
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